Preclosure of femoral vein access site with the suture-mediated Proglide device during MitraClip implantation.
This study was designed to show the feasibility, safety, and efficacy of venous access-site closure with a single 6 Fr suture-mediated Proglide (Abbott Vascular) during MitraClip procedures. Preclosure of the right femoral vein with Proglide used for access with the 24 Fr guiding catheter was performed. A total of 72 patients undergoing MitraClip were enrolled in this study (28 patients retrospectively and 44 patients prospectively), of whom 42 patients underwent a groin examination with ultrasound 2 days after the procedure. Only 1 patient (1.4%) needed transfusion of packed cells because of bleeding and hematoma in the groin due to Proglide failure. None of the patients that were examined with ultrasound revealed an arteriovenous fistula or a spurious aneurysm, a local thrombosis, or a local stenosis related to the Proglide device. This study demonstrates that vascular closure with the suture-mediated Proglide system is feasible, safe, and efficacious in large venous sites of 24 Fr as needed in patients undergoing MitraClip implantation despite the necessity of anticoagulation or platelet inhibition.